J- ool d9-11 Loy serm bzmerol dg-11 3sliols mbfogewrg Js6059 09690560
15 ferobs

3306355 dgamdsM™!

89 896056 3o 30bs 3063560530 0lYMO FbELIdOMS s JoMb3dOm,
(I gd0E IbMEME 0530LvRGdsHY IMbOBOJMIOWSO 35O 5Q5T06L
MBBYds. 9 356 dmbffogerg sdMY3000909w0 939950sb — Lodomm3gemb,
Odgds3 6063500 154936M3560 8E9bX 3900 oLGMMool 939y XX Loy3mbol
dofmermel, 1991 {gerl, 3m®mBsIMHo 3m03M35 IMI30090EMds, 149339, By
0530Lv93¢g05 FBMEPMP BMOToMBS? STM)30009dXMdOL IM3M390509
LogoMm39wm 0ym bodFmms 353d0M0L baforo — M950d0b, LooE SO G M930L¥YTBSEO
SHMO 0gm dbsBOHIOME0 s 303 30MHMZ649w0 2b3005Mgds. F5F0bEIE LEBMYSMIGISL
5HMM36900L Mo30LwRWGds HoermTgeo 3Jmbs; B3gbo Fodlwmwo dbmerm
0©JMEMA0)M5 IM{ibgd o igoOHmgdom olifjogwgdms s oblibgoggdvyero bds
BobHAMO00 0ym. 1991 (ol 9 536MH0l 458m(3b5EId¥I0 ©TIMY30IOMDS 00JM
5bseo bbmdzs bs ymRowoym. 353658 oloE 0MeEo 56 50dMmBRb.. §399bol dogboom
30GH039M0 5MJYMdS, LOPVIM0DdY, IGO0 SBbsBYNLS S LoBsBsdEPMPo —
43953960 9 3d0dg G300 5§35 B39BL LoBMYSEMGdSL. Bobgsgz5 sdobs,
5329300090 Md5d 0GOSO d3MS 35063 FMab0bs. ob, Mog LodFmms LoliEgdsdo
579339090 0gm — L 396l YM39eERONOMBSE 0g3s. M330LIBIO Fg0s,
56b936900, LETMJsE oM LEBMASOMGIOL DS, 06EIMBYE 0, LmEGosw GO
3E9GBMMIGO0 — gl Y39w0xBIO0 33593l LsdwYsEgdL SHBOO odmgbodmm. 396
530099 936030 VOMGOIEGOJIOL 455DMGdS — 396MmboL M BIBoglimds, 505T0s67dOL
35403003995, 500530560l REg09d0. 139935 2BS AMIJO0..

F90056:030 ©59M9300090¢Mds FBMEME 30 E03EM LESGMLL 56 BodbsgL. gl s
90653560 30MoM9Md5 — MHMOYLSE LEBMASOMIYDS, 060300 MH30LBES©
5HMM3690L, 06PBI3L Mog0l IMT535¢l o 53 5MBY35BL 35Lbolidygdermdom galobyMgds.
LMo sBg Imod3s 9Hm EOHML JsOHMZ3geo FmsBOHM3BY, Lryerbob-bosds MBI 0sb0. XVII
15993996930 356 0535 ,dMPBIOMBS G3OM3530“ 5G5S FBMEMP FOBOZMMO, 56M5TJ©
L0953 0L 9dg0s Db, HMYME 96598065 ggaMIM3olmz0L LodsGmzgenm,
MY 3 LOMOLYMEO O MOZ30LvREGOOLIMY35M] J3949bs. MMBOY06OL FMYBIMGMDS
56 0ym Fb ™ 30003032900 dolos — gl 0Ym JoMmMZY0 5530560l dMIMS
©0MLYdOL O SFMY300JIMBOLMZ0L, B5dob MHMEs dobo Jggysbs MEbm
D9393096900L56 0ym 0By, LryeEbsb-bosdols JogoomMo LG 335bLYBYOL:
0530Lv3egd0L 36 LgErs dmomMbMaL LEdMALIL, 329 EHMMOL 3503039l s dTog
UHOox35L ©93909LMdOL396. L, TgbLogz00 g 3(3bMZOMD 9339 STMY30IOIE0
LogoMm39wmTdo, JogMsd ymz9w g 39300H900 BgaL Mozl — 393L5HYIMHGO00 M) M 5T
0530Lv3egdL OO ? 39aLO3LGOOM M) 5G5 0T 93MIM3OL, GMIoL3GbsE
d030L(M553300 5 334MBEOL M) 565 dogs, MMT OLEHMMOOL GO AHOb
80195905350, 304 F9F5M0EHO© M530LwIRWd0?

393MdsM M, 69MlMmEIL s030(Ygd — M530LvREGdS BMMT>BY FgE9© F0bssOLOY!
B3960 9m3535¢00 005B9s IMI0IO0, M) M5FEIBs© F9dEgdl Lobmyswmgds
30303996 9™ 300090 MdIL o5TsGML J0bsgobo M930LvTBEgds, 3oMHM3bweo



DM 5 93OM3ME0 VOMJIYGdGOOLITO JOHMYGds. FBMEOME 53 2BOM
3935900 65903000 M530L¥YBE0 JMO-5M5 TbMErME Lobgwom, 5539
d0bssOLomsG.

2096 9923w LoJoMM3gErml ImbfFogerg, HMIGEL0E FM30YdJ J3945b6530
50050, 353050 M930LvREGOOLMZ0L X IO 3093 0OMAZ0U.

Dear Friend, [ want to speak to you sincerely — about the emotions, questions, and dreams
that arise only in someone born to think freely. I am a student from a small but proud
country — Georgia. A country that, after centuries of struggle and pain, formally gained
independence from the Soviet Empire on April 9, 1991, and began a new chapter — the
road toward freedom. Georgia’s journey toward independence began long before that, even
back in the 19th century. Under Russian imperial rule, the country tried many times to
preserve its national identity — through culture, church, and language. But the 20th century
proved even harsher. During the Soviet period, especially under Stalin's rule, hundreds of
Georgian intellectuals were executed, churches and universities were closed, history was
rewritten, and an entire generation grew up in fear and repression. In the late 1980s, as
national movements rose in the Baltic States and elsewhere, Georgia found its voice again.
On April 9, 1989, in Thilisi’s Rustaveli Avenue, Soviet troops brutally dispersed a peaceful
anti-Soviet demonstration. The deaths of 21 young people became a turning point in the
nation's memory. That tragedy was never forgotten — and exactly two years later, on the
same date, independence was declared. On April 9, 1991, Georgia’s Supreme Council
adopted the Act of Independence. Yet independence was not just a declaration — it was a
challenging and conflicted path. Soon after came ethnic conflicts in Abkhazia and the
Tskhinvali region, which led to thousands of deaths, mass displacement, and deep national
trauma. Political instability, economic crisis, unemployment, and a lack of public trust in
institutions further burdened people’s lives. However, during the same period, independent
media began to operate, opposition parties emerged, and the NGO sector began to develop.
In 2003, Georgia experienced the Rose Revolution — a peaceful protest that led to a change
in government. It was a vivid example of civic unity and marked a new phase of hope for
democratic development. That's when a clear policy toward European integration began.
Georgia joined the Council of Europe, started association processes with the European
Union, improved infrastructure, strengthened the education system, and expanded media
freedom. Today, the topics that matter in our daily lives were once forbidden: the rule of
law, human rights, respect for diversity, equality, and European values. We’ve started a long
journey — not just geographically and politically, but spiritually and culturally — toward
Europe. But true freedom does not come solely from state independence. It begins in the
heart of every person — when they are free from fear, from the chains of the past, and from
false choices. Freedom means responsibility, choice, and care for the future. This is exactly
what a Georgian thinker — Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani — did in the 17th century. When he
traveled to Europe, his mission was not merely political. It was a spiritual journey — a quest
to present Georgia as a cultured, educated, and dignified nation. Sulkhan-Saba carried
within him the kind of freedom many of us still search for today. His Journey to Europe was
at once historical, intellectual, and spiritual — a Georgian’s desire to introduce Europe not
as a powerful protector, but as a space of values that Georgia could be part of. Even today,
Sulkhan-Saba’s example remains relevant. He teaches us that the path to Europe is not just a



geopolitical goal, but a choice of values. That choice requires education, respect for culture,
critical thinking, and spiritual strength. Dear friend, today I live in an independent Georgia,
but that is merely a historical fact. Every day I ask myself: are we serving this freedom with
dignity? Do we uphold the rule of law as European values demand? Do we understand that
freedom is not chaos, but the structured expression of choice? For us, Europe is not just a
direction — it is a state of being, where society protects individual rights, promotes
education, nurtures critical thinking, and most importantly — honors its own history and
culture without hindering its drive toward progress. We are still on the road — from
independence to freedom. But along that path, we are guided by history, spiritual examples,
and the expectations of young people like you and me. In closing, I want to tell you — never
be afraid to express your thoughts, never doubt the value of freedom, and always fight to
ensure that your country is not only independent by name, but truly free, dignified, and
progressive in essence. Our future depends on how well we can enrich political
independence with inner freedom, personal growth, and loyalty to the values that should
unite Europe and Georgia. With friendship, A student from Georgia, Born in an independent
country, But still fighting for true freedom.



